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A Cinematic Glimpse into the Nature of Alcoholism
O Introduction O Worksheet [J Key Concepts

Frank the Tank: Understanding Alcoholism

The 2003 comedy "Old School" inadvertently provides a powerful illustration of alcoholism's
nature. Will Ferrell's transformation from Frank to "Frank the Tank" after "just one" drink serves
as a vivid allegory for understanding key concepts from the Big Book of Alcoholics Anonymous.

"The idea that somehow, someday he will control and enjoy his drinking is the great obsession of
every abnormal drinker." - Big Book, p. 30

The Scene Summary

Frank, newly married and reluctant to drink, attends a college party. Despite initially declining
alcohol ("I have a big day tomorrow"), peer pressure leads him to agree to "one" drink. This single
drink catalyzes a dramatic transformation into "Frank the Tank," culminating in excessive
drinking, outrageous behavior, and a public streak through town.

Initial State

Abstinent, responsible, committed

The First Drink

"Just one" - loss of defense
Transformation

Complete loss of control

Important Note: While portrayed humorously in the film, this scene represents a serious and
potentially life-threatening situation for individuals with alcoholism. This worksheet uses the
scene as an educational tool to understand addiction concepts.

Important Reminder

This worksheet uses a comedic scene to illustrate serious concepts about alcoholism. If you or
someone you know struggles with alcohol, please seek professional help. Recovery is possible
with proper support and treatment.
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Frank the Tank

Worksheet Progress

Scene Analysis

[0 The Allergy Concept O Disease Reactivation OO Phenomenon of Craving O Nature of Alcoholism

Part 1: Scene Analysis

1. Describe the key events in the "Frank the Tank" scene:

2. How does Frank's behavior change after he starts drinking? List three observations:
a.

b.

C.

3. What immediate consequences does Frank face due to his drinking?

4. How might these consequences parallel real-life experiences of individuals struggling with
alcohol addiction?
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Part 2: The Allergy Concept

"The doctor's theory that we have an allergy to alcohol interests us... It explains many things for
which we cannot otherwise account." - Big Book, p. xxvi

1. How does Frank's reaction to alcohol resemble an "allergic" reaction?

2. Identify three ways Frank demonstrates a loss of control over his drinking:
"We are without defense against the first drink." - Big Book, p. 24

3. How is this concept illustrated in Frank's experience?
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Part 3: Reactivating the Disease

Frank had been abstinent before this scene. The Big Book emphasizes that alcoholism is a
progressive disease, even during periods of abstinence.

1. How does Frank's rapid return to problematic drinking illustrate this concept?

"Once an alcoholic, always an alcoholic."

2. How does Frank's experience support this idea?

3. How might Frank's previous abstinence have given him false confidence?

4. How might Frank's experience serve as a cautionary tale for recovering alcoholics?
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Part 4: The Phenomenon of Craving

"This phenomenon, as we have suggested, may be the manifestation of an allergy which
differentiates these people, and sets them apart as a distinct entity." - Big Book, p. xxviii

1. How does Frank's behavior demonstrate the "phenomenon of craving"? Provide specific
examples:

2. How does Frank's inability to stop at one drink reflect the loss of control described in the Big
Book?

3. How does Frank's craving override his better judgment and commitments?
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Part 5: The Nature of Alcoholism

It's Not About Frequency or Volume

Frank's transformation highlights that alcoholism isn't defined by how often one drinks or how
much, but by what happens when one does drink.

1. How does Frank's experience show that alcoholism isn't about frequency of drinking?

2. How is the Big Book principle "it's the effect alcohol has on the individual" demonstrated?

3. How does Frank's experience contradict the misconception that alcoholism = daily drinking?
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Part 6: Impact and Reflection

1. How do Frank's friends react? How might this parallel family/friends of alcoholics?

2. What long-term consequences might Frank face if this pattern continues?

Personal Reflection

3. How might understanding Frank's transformation help someone recognize alcoholism?

Recovery Application

4. What recovery principles from AA could help someone like Frank?

Key Alcoholism Concepts lllustrated

The Allergy

An abnormal reaction to alcohol that sets alcoholics apart. Frank's extreme transformation
demonstrates this "allergic" response.

"His reaction to alcohol is abnormal and extreme, much like an allergic reaction."

No Defense
The inability to resist the first drink. Despite knowing better, Frank couldn't refuse when offered.

"We are without defense against the first drink."

The Phenomenon of Craving

Once started, the alcoholic cannot stop. Frank's escalating consumption demonstrates this
uncontrollable craving.

"The phenomenon of craving develops only after taking the first drink."
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Not About Frequency

Alcoholism isn't defined by how often one drinks, but by what happens when one does. Frank
hadn't been drinking regularly.

"It's the effect alcohol has on the individual that matters."

The Great Obsession

"The idea that somehow, someday he will control and enjoy his drinking is the great obsession of
every abnormal drinker."

Frank's belief that he could have "just one" perfectly illustrates this dangerous obsession that
keeps alcoholics returning to drink despite repeated consequences.
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